
MUJS 4900, Section 701 
Jazz Composition & Arranging – Applied Lessons 
(2 credits) 
 
Professor: Richard DeRosa 
richard.derosa@unt.edu 
derosamusic@gmail.com 
973-953-1471 
 
This is a generic course that is used for independent study in various academic 
areas. Within the Jazz Composition and Arranging area (section 701), students who 
demonstrate a distinctive ability to work productively, but cannot engage in it 
within the major applied area, may enroll in the course. But this can be done only 
with approval by the professor and is contingent on the availability within the 
private studio. The student is not obligated to produce a formal recital but there 
should be some sort of tangible artistic outcome: a CD recording or live 
performance at some point in the future. 
 
Lesson time – fifty minutes once a week as scheduled. 
There will be thirteen lessons per semester. 
 
Objectives/Outcomes: during the course of study, the student will plan an agenda 
with the professor and then execute it within the time allotted.  
 
Production and Assessment 
It is expected that at least two pieces will be written for minimum satisfactory 
progress (a grade of B). Three or more pieces are considered optimum 
production. Quality of work is also considered. 
 
Attendance policy 
Only an excused absence is acceptable (tour, sickness, academic conflict, other 
extenuating circumstances such as an unforeseen accident). Please do not show 
up with a communicable illness (including colds). The preferred method of 
notification is via e-mail but a phone text is acceptable as well. Please notify ASAP. 
Any absence does not relinquish your obligation to meet the creative deadline. 
 
Compliance with Federal Statutes: 
The College of Music complies with "The Americans With Disabilities Act", in 
making reasonable accommodations for qualified students with disability. If you 
have an established disability as defined in this act and would like to request 
accommodations, please see me as soon as possible. 
 
Scholastic Honesty Policy: 
Cheating, in any form, will result in an automatic grade of "F" in the course, the 
removal of the student from the course, and immediate reporting of the student's 
actions to the office of the Dean of Students and to the office of the Dean of the 



College 
of Music. 
	


